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“we need to acknowledge how much the 
massive computational abilities that have 
transformed the sciences have also changed 
our field in ways large and small and hold 
possibilities for far greater transformation 
in the three areas—research, writing, and 
teaching—that matter most. We are not 
exempt from the technological changes of 
our era, and we need to take greater 

responsibility for them.” --Cathy Davidson, 
“Humanities 2.0: Promise, Perils, 
Predictions”  
 
 

 



 “Digital humanities is a diverse and still emerging 
field that encompasses the practice of humanities 
research in and through information technology, 
and the exploration of how the humanities may 
evolve through their engagement with technology, 
media, and computational methods.”  

    (Digital Humanities Quarterly) 

    

http://digitalhumanities.org/dhq/about/about.html


Provide wide access to cultural 
information 

Enable us to analyze that information: 
manage, mash up, mine, map, model 

Transform scholarly communication 



http://www.flickr.com/photos/quinnanya/3605597056/ 
 



 Makes research faster & more convenient 
 Provides access to more resources, including unique 

archival materials 
 Promotes interdisciplinary research 
 Facilitates online community and discussion  
 Democratizes knowledge 
 Increases pressure to produce 
 Concerns about equity and sustainability of access 

 

 

 Spiro & Segal, Scholars’ Usage of Digital Archives in American 
Literature 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=etlc;cc=etlc;g=dculture;xc=1;rgn=div1;view=text;idno=9362034.0001.001;node=9362034.0001.001:4
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=etlc;cc=etlc;g=dculture;xc=1;rgn=div1;view=text;idno=9362034.0001.001;node=9362034.0001.001:4


 Text: Perseus, Blake, Rossetti, Whitman 
 Architecture: ArchNet, Chartres Cathedral 
 Images: Quilt Index, Ad Access, accessCeramics 
 Maps: NY Public Library, Rumsey Collection 
 Data: Transatlantic Slave Trade Database, Open 

Context (archaeology)  
 Video: Shoah Visual History 
 Audio: Historical Voices 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/
http://www.blakearchive.org/blake/
http://www.rossettiarchive.org/
http://www.whitmanarchive.org/
https://archnet.org/lobby/
http://digital.library.pitt.edu/c/chartres/
http://www.quiltindex.org/index.php
http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/adaccess/
http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/adaccess/
http://accessceramics.org/
http://digitalgallery.nypl.org/nypldigital/dgdivisionbrowseresult.cfm?trg=1&div_id=hm
http://www.davidrumsey.com/
http://www.slavevoyages.org/tast/index.faces
http://opencontext.org/
http://opencontext.org/
http://dornsife.usc.edu/vhi/
http://dornsife.usc.edu/vhi/
http://www.historicalvoices.org/


 Devised new editorial methods 
 Draws on knowledge representation 
 Developed standards (e.g. TEI) 
 Created authoritative digital collections 
 Experimenting with innovative 

methods of providing access 

 Crowdsourcing 

 Interfaces for search and exploration 

http://people.lis.illinois.edu/~unsworth/KR/KRinHC.html
http://www.tei-c.org/index.xml


http://www.transcribe-bentham.da.ulcc.ac.uk/td/JB/072/067/001 
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 Whitman scholars call it 
“indispensable” 

 Greater attention to 
manuscript & textual study 
(editions other than 1855 
& deathbed) 

 Attention to contexts 
 Broadens access  
 Significant web hits: 

30,000+ visits, 143 
countries (Sept 2011) 

http://www.whitmanarchive.org/ 
 

Spiro & Segal, Scholars’ Usage of Digital Archives in American Literature 

http://www.whitmanarchive.org/
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=etlc;cc=etlc;g=dculture;xc=1;rgn=div1;view=text;idno=9362034.0001.001;node=9362034.0001.001:4
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/bw/2516698553/ 



 Asks “Now that we have massive databases of 
materials used by scholars in the humanities and 
social sciences… what new, computationally-based 
research methods might we apply?” 

 Funders from US, UK, Canada & the Netherlands 
 Requires collaborative, international teams from 2 or 

more countries 
 Winning projects cover railroads, speech, mummies, 

news stories about the flu, images of quilts &c 

http://www.diggingintodata.org/ 
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http://criminalintent.org/ 
 
 
 

http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/obapi/ 
 

http://criminalintent.org/
http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/obapi/


“make it possible for the ‘ordinary working historian’… to 
integrate text mining and visualization into his or her day-to-day 
work” (Data Mining with Criminal Intent) 

http://voyeurtools.org/?input=http://cherry.shef.ac.uk/obapi/ob?term0=offsubcat_religiousOffences&breakdown=date&&start=0&count=100&inputFormat=OBapiSearchJson&stopList=stop.en.taporware.txt


“The Old Bailey, like the Naked City, has eight million 
stories. Accessing those stories involves understanding 
trial length, numbers of instances of poisoning, and 
rates of bigamy. But being stories, they find their more 
salient expression in the weightier motifs of the human 
condition: justice, revenge, dishonor, loss, trial. This is 
what the humanities are about. This is the only reason 
for an historian to fire up Mathematica or for a student 
trained in French literature to get into Java.” 
        --
Steve Ramsay, “Prison Art”  

http://lenz.unl.edu/papers/2011/06/10/prison-art.html


http://republicofletters.stanford.edu/case-study/voltaire-and-the-enlightenment/ 
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http://hypercities.com/ 
 

http://hypercities.com/


http://dsl.richmond.edu/emancipation/ 
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"The big-data discoveries that have most excited 
me, as a scholar, haven't been expressions of large-
scale trends or conclusions drawn from human 
experience in the aggregate. They've been the 
chances we've had to drill down, through large 
collections, to individual objects and stories.” 
    --Bethany Nowviskie  

http://neatline.org/neatline-in-action/
http://neatline.org/neatline-in-action/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2012/07/once-upon-a-place-telling-stories-with-maps/259787/


 Spatial humanities/ 
mapping 

 Scholarly editing 
 Text analysis 
 Text mining 
 Archives creation 
 (3D) modeling 
 Software/platform 

studies 
 
 

 Cultural analytics 
 Network analysis 
 Digital rhetoric 
 Data visualization 
 Virtual & augmented 

reality 
 Theory 
 Interface development 
 …. 

http://www.scottbot.net/HIAL/?p=24437
http://www.scottbot.net/HIAL/?p=24437


http://www.flickr.com/photos/valeriebb/3006348550/ 
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/nichollsphotos/2906834393/ 



Can’t… 
 Search 
 Hyperlink 
 Include multimedia 
 Foster conversation & 

community 
Challenging to.. 
 Distribute 
 Duplicate 
 Access 

 http://www.flickr.com/photos/bezanson/2643658623/ 



 Typical print run/ sales for scholarly monographs: 
~500 or fewer copies 

 Post-1990 books at Cornell Libraries that have never 
circulated: 55% 
 
 

See John Unsworth, “The Crisis of Audience” 
 
 

http://www.slideshare.net/ScriptaLab/the-university-press-in-the-twentyfirst-century
http://staffweb.library.cornell.edu/system/files/CollectionUsageTF_ReportFinal11-22-10.pdf
http://www3.isrl.illinois.edu/~unsworth/sparc.2004.html


 Information abundance = shift in 
establishing scholarly authority 

 Old model: scholarly credentials, 
affiliation w/ top publisher, # of 
citations 

 Web 3.0 model: “algorithmic 
filtration” of authority based on… 
 % of doc quoted in other docs 
 Attention devoted to it online 
 Nature of language in comments 
 Inclusion of a document in lists of 

"best of,” syllabi, indexes, etc 
Best to make your work as 
accessible as possible. 

 
 

Michael Jensen, “The 
New Metrics of Scholarly 
Authority” (2007) 

http://chronicle.com/free/v53/i41/41b00601.htm
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http://mediacommons.futureofthebook.org/mcpress/plannedobsolescence/ 
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“Could web technology help us to fix some of the weaknesses 
we identified in the traditional processes of (solitary) writing, 
(secretive) blind peer reviewing and (slow and exclusive) paper-
based publication? If we pulled back the curtain, encouraged 
collaboration and dialogue between all participants, and 
conducted the process on the open web, what types of 
scholarship might result?”  
 
 --Kristen Nawrotzki and Jack Dougherty“Online history 
book takes peer review to a new level”  
 [emphasis added] 
 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/higher-education-network/blog/2011/nov/21/peer-review-online-history-book
http://www.guardian.co.uk/higher-education-network/blog/2011/nov/21/peer-review-online-history-book
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http://writinghistory.trincoll.edu/ 

 

“the volume blurred the 
boundaries between a conference 
and a book, between speech and 
text”(Charlotte D. Rochez ) 

http://writinghistory.trincoll.edu/
http://historyofhomebasededucation.blogspot.com/2011/11/writing-history-in-digital-age.html
http://historyofhomebasededucation.blogspot.com/2011/11/writing-history-in-digital-age.html
http://historyofhomebasededucation.blogspot.com/2011/11/writing-history-in-digital-age.html


“scholarly communication as a 
process that begins with open 
publication on the web and that 
leads to successive layers of 
review.” (Dan Cohen) 

http://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/ 
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http://southernspaces.org/ 
 

http://southernspaces.org/


Transnational Urbanism in the Americas   
 

http://journals.cambridge.org/fulltext_content/supplementary/uhy36_2supp001/index.html
http://journals.cambridge.org/fulltext_content/supplementary/uhy36_2supp001/index.html
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http://lareviewofbooks.org/article.php?id=1040&fulltext=1
http://lareviewofbooks.org/article.php?id=1040&fulltext=1
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 Susceptible to techno-euphoria/ 
technocracy (Chun) 

 Neoliberal instrumentalism: 
favors making things over 
critique (Grusin) 

 Needs to engage cultural 
critique/ be transformed (Cecire) 

 Distant reading  Distance 
education? (Raley) 

http://storify.com/robincamille/mla1
3-s307-the-dark-side-of-digital-
humanities 

http://www.c21uwm.com/2013/01/09/the-dark-side-of-the-digital-humanities-part-1/
http://www.c21uwm.com/2013/01/09/dark-side-of-the-digital-humanities-part-2/
http://nataliacecire.blogspot.com/2012/01/in-defense-of-transforming-dh.html
http://www.c21uwm.com/2013/01/09/the-dark-side-of-the-digital-humanities-part-4/


http://chasinglaferriere.wordpress.com/2012/11/02/dh2013-abstract/
http://chasinglaferriere.wordpress.com/2012/11/02/dh2013-abstract/
http://mkgold.net/blog/2012/01/10/whose-revolution-toward-a-more-equitable-digital-humanities/


 Getting or creating data 
 Data’s incompleteness, variability 
 Copyright 
 Funding 
 Academic culture 
 Tenure & promotion policies 
 Gaining the skills 
 Finding collaborators 
 Finding or developing tools 
 Preservation & sustainability 

 
 http://www.flickr.com/photos/jonlucas/20421

3403/ 

https://republicofletters.stanford.edu/
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THATCamp Ghent:  May 28, 2013 

http://thatcamp.org/
http://thatcamp.org/
http://ghent2013.thatcamp.org/


Generative Parametric Modelling 

The Digital Humanities Manifesto 2.0 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/rafolio/4703934903/
http://www.humanitiesblast.com/manifesto/Manifesto_V2.pdf

